
1. Traditionalists

•Women are not made in 
the image of God 
directly, but derive their 
image-bearing status via 
men. 

•In other words, women 
are ontologically (by 
nature) inferior to men.

•Women are more easily 
deceived than men, per 
the Fall.

•The Greek word 
translated “head” in NT 
like 1 Cor 11 means 
“authority.”

•Held by people like: 
Augustine, Tertullian, 
Luther, Knox, Aquinas, 
Erasmus

2. Hardline 
Complementarians

•Hold to hard and fast 
male/authority and 
female/submission in 
home, church and 
society, with no 
exceptions. 

•This means women 
should not hold any 
leadership position in 
ANY part of society. 

•Women are more easily 
deceived, per the Fall.

•The Greek word 
translated “head” in NT 
means “authority.”

•Held by people like 
MacArthur, Doug 
Wilson

3. Strict Headship 
Complementarians

•Believe in “male 
headship,” which is 
synonymous with 
authority.
•“Male headship” applies 
to all men having 
authority over all women. 

•Open to the possibility 
that women are more 
easily deceived than 
men, they are persuaded 
otherwise. 

•Still, authority in their 
view is innate in males; it 
happens at a created 
level. 

•The Greek word 
translated “head” in NT 
means “authority.”

•Held by people like 
Piper, Grudem 

4. Church/Home
Headship 

Complementarians

•Believe that “male 
headship” or authority 
of male over female 
applies in marriage and 
in the church, but not 
necessarily in other 
institutions or society in 
general. 

•The rationale for male 
leadership in home and 
church is that men by 
design are more suited 
for authority in the 
home and church than 
are women, who are 
made for nurture and 
relationship. 

•They pair the Greek 
word translated “head” 
with “submit,” but they 
see this head/submit 
pattern only in 
scriptures relating to 
the family and church, 
not in society at large. 

•Held by many @ DTS

5. Husband-
Headship 

Complementarians

•Believe only in 
“husband headship, “ 
that authority in the 
male/female 
relationship applies 
only between a 
husband and wife. 

•They note that the 
Greek word translated 
“head” appears only in 
marriage contexts and 
view “head” as a 
marriage role.

•Single women have 
more freedom in the 
church than do married 
women. 

•Held by George/Dora 
Winston , *Recovering 
Biblical Ministry by 
Women*

6. Head-as-
Metaphor 

Complementarians

•Believe the Greek word 
translated “head” 
should not be altered to 
“headship.” They see 
“head” as part of a 
metaphor, a oneness 
picture, not a leadership 
picture. 

•Believe the Greek word 
translated “head” goes 
with “body” and 
“submit” goes with 
“love,” NOT with 
“head” (so, never 
headship, which would 
be parallel to bodyship).

•These believe that head 
(rather than headship) is 
a scriptural metaphor, 
not a leadership 
description. 

•They argue that the 
husband still has 
authority over his wife, 
but in a more organic 
way as a head is 
connected to a body.

•Held by ppl like Darrell 
Bock

7. 
“Complegalitarians”

•Don’t believe in 
hierarchy, but they do 
believe that the wife, as 
her husband’s equal, 
chooses to voluntarily 
submit in the same way 
that the husband 
voluntarily lays down 
his life. 

•Those in this category 
favor the pairing of 
agape/submit language 
vs. the pairing of either 
head/submit on the one 
hand or speaking only of 
“mutual submission” in 
marriage on the other—
though they see that in 
Scripture, too. 

•Those in this category 
would differentiate 
between the phrase 
“head of” and “head 
over.”

•They also note that the 
authoritative LSJ Greek 
lexicon does not list 
“authority” as a possible 
synonym/ definition for 
the Greek word 
translated “head.” Do 
not see "head" as 
synonym for "source."

•Held by Sumner

8. Egalitarians

•Do not believe in gender 
hierarchy. 

•Do believe in gender 
differences; but they 
don’t believe such 
differences result in one 
having greater 
authority. 

•Hold to mutual 
submission as the ideal 
in marriage, and they 
see no limits for women 
in church ministry. 

•As for submission, many 
egalitarians believe 
submission can happen 
without hierarchy.

•Many believe Paul uses 
the Greek word 
translated “head” as a 
synonym for  “source” 
rather than for 
“authority” like in the 
“headwaters” of a river.

•Held by Keener, Payne, 
CBE
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Women are 
ontologically inferior to 

men.
Women are ontologically equal but functionally different from men.

Women are both 
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