What’s at Stake?
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Lecture Notes: Women in Ministry Final Lecture
What is at stake?
Egalitarians believe that half of the potential leaders of the church and evangelizers of the world are lost if
women are limited.
Complementarians believe that the way God has ordered His universe is lost if women are unlimited.
Some general observations in response to final papers:
The "head"
The man/husband is never exhorted to be the head, act like the head, become the head, or develop his headship;
he is the head.
It’s something he is, not something he becomes.
A dog can’t become more doglike. A cat can’t become more catlike. A human cannot become more humanlike.
A head cannot become more headlike.

Leave and Cleave:
Something males are commanded to do?
Context: Gen 2:24 – Taken from man, bone of bones and flesh of flesh, called woman…"For this cause" =
"That’s why…"
Construction appears in 149 verses. Three examples from Genesis:
Gen 11:9 – That’s why it’s called Babel
Gen 20:6 – That’s why I didn’t let you touch her
Gen 25:30 – Esau red; that’s why he’s called Edom.

Miriam led both men and women in worship
Ex 15:20 Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women
followed her, with tambourines and dancing. 21 Miriam sang to them (masculine ending): "Sing to the
LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea. 22 Then Moses led
Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days they traveled in the desert
without finding water…"
If there’s a male headship, it’s a "soft" one and it’s different for virgins/widows:
The Law: Numbers 30:2-9
A daughter’s vow needs her dad’s approval

A wife’s vow needs her husband’s approval
A single adult woman’s vow stands
A widow’s vow stands
At least in this case, "headship" does not extend to all male/female relationships
Examples of women who exercised authority over men:
Abigail 1 Sam 25:18 Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves of bread and two jugs of wine and
five sheep already prepared and five measures of roasted grain and a hundred clusters of raisins and two
hundred cakes of figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19 And she said to her young men, "Go on before me;
behold, I am coming after you." But she did not tell her husband Nabal.

Rebekah Genesis 24:23 Then he asked, "Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is there room in your father's
house for us to spend the night?" 24 She answered him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milcah bore
to Nahor " … 28 Then the girl ran and told her mother's household about these things. Now Rebekah had a
brother named Laban, and he hurried out to the man at the spring … 49 Now if you will show kindness and
faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn." 50 Laban and Bethuel
answered, "This is from the LORD; we can say nothing to you one way or the other.

Woman of Shunem – 2 Kings 4:17 And the woman conceived and bore a son at that season the next year,
as Elisha had said to her… 20 When he had taken him and brought him to his mother, he sat on her lap
until noon, and then died. 21 And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the
door behind him, and went out. she said, "It will be well" … 24 Then she saddled a donkey and said to her
[masc.] servant, "Drive and go forward; do not slow down the pace for me unless I tell you."

Esther 4:5 Then Esther called for Hatach, one of the king's chamberlains, whom he had appointed to
attend upon her, and gave him a commandment to Mordecai, to know what it was, and why it was.
"Of the more than thirty different women mentioned in the Bible as exercising governing authority, in not
one single instance is it hinted that one of them was wrongfully in power because of her sex." --Winstons,
p. 138
The Father and Son Relationship
[Thanks to Tracie for her research/summation!]
In the same way a husband/man is head of a wife/woman, God is the head of Christ.
Let’s assume the more universal man/woman here.
How does God interact with Christ?
Both the Father and the Son have authority in many capacities.
The Father has authority to cast into hell, over the times and epochs, and gives His authority to
the Son.
The Son has all authority in heaven and on earth, and is stated as the "head of all authority."
The Father is never said to have authority over the Son, as the Son is never said to have authority over the Father.
The word "submission" in relation to the Father and Son.
The Son is said to submit to His Father in the end of all things.
The Father is never said to submit to anyone.
It is because the Father is never said to submit, and because He gives His authority to the Son that some call the
Son "eternally subordinate to the Father."
Pictures showing flow from Father to Son
All things have been handed over to Son by Father (Mt. 11:27, Lu 10:22)
Father loves Son and has given all things into His hand (Jn. 3:35-36; 5:20)

Son does nothing of His own, but Son follows what Father does/taught Him (Jn 5:19; 8:28)
Father has given all judgment to the Son so Son will be honored by all (Jn. 5:22)
Father gave to Son to have life in Himself (Jn. 5:26-27)
Only Father knows the "day or hour," not even Son (Mk. 13:32)
Father has set His seal on the Son (Jn. 6:27)
Father sanctified Son and sent Him into the world (Jn. 10:36)
Father sent the Son (Jn 17:21, 25) to be Savior of world (1 Jn 4:14)
Father gave glory to Son and loved Him before foundation of the world (Jn 17:25)
Son is begotten of the Father (Heb 1:5 from Ps 110)
Son received glory and honor from Father (1 Pe 1:17)
Pictures of mutuality
No one knows the Father and Son as they do each other (Mt. 11:27, Lu. 10:22)
Both Father and Son give life to whom they wish (Jn 5:21)
To dishonor the Son is to dishonor the Father (Jn. 5:23)
Son answers prayers asked in His name so Father will be glorified (Jn 14:13)
Son asks Father to glorify Son so Son may glorify Father (Jn. 17:1)
Father and Son shared glory before the world began (Jn. 17:5)
Son and Father are one (Jn. 17:11-12, 22)
Son is in Father; Father is in Son (Jn 17:21)
There does seem to be a sense in which the Father uniquely gives to the Son. Yet there are also many images of
mutual love, honor and unity between the Father and Son.
The Son does carry tremendous authority (Col 2:10, Mt. 28:18), yet He gives His authority back
to the Father in the end:
"…He (Son) hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has
abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has
put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is
death. 27 For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS
FEET. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is
excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. 28 When all things are subjected
to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all
things to Him, so that God may be all in all" (1 Co 15:24-28 NASB).
Even if the Father is an "ultimate" authority in some sense, He decided to give His authority over
to the Son.
Thus, even if we see the Father as a "head honcho," there was nothing He restricted His Son from doing. Rather,
He gave all His authority away!
Spiritual Gifts
Apostleship (1 Cor 12; Eph 4)
Prophecy (Rom 12; 1 Cor 12; Eph 4)
Evangelism (Eph 4)
Teaching (Rom 12; Eph 4; 1 Cor 12)
Word of Wisdom (1 Cor 12)
Faith (1 Cor 12, 12)
Healing (1 Cor 12)

Miracles (1 Cor 12)
Service (Rom 12; 1 Cor 12)
Administrations (1 Cor 12)
Exhortation (Rom 12)
Giving (Rom 12, 13)
Leading (Rom 12)
Mercy (Rom 12)
Shepherding (Eph 4)
Distinguishing spirits (1 Cor 12)
Tongues (1 Cor 12, 13)
Interpretation of Tongues (1 Cor 12)
Spiritual gifts are neither "masculine" nor "feminine."
"…there is neither male nor female."
Women as members of Christ’s body must use their gifts to build it up.
Every female Christian must minister within the church in some way. "To each one is given…for
edification of the body."
About half of these gifts involve speaking.
We must not confuse gifts with offices. "Elder" and "deacon" are not on these lists.
The twelve apostles not the only apostles
1 Cor 15:5 – to the twelve and to all the apostles
Though the 12 apostles were men, there is no current day equivalent to these 12 in the church.
There appears to be a spiritual gift of apostle.

didaskw = teach
Titus 2 – Presbutis teach what is good.
1 Cor 14:26 – Each one has a teaching in the church
Col 3: 15 – Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts
to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

Church Offices
Elder
Deacon
Deaconess?
Paid (Remunerated) Widow?
1 Timothy 5:1 Do not rebuke an older man (presbutero) harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat
younger men as brothers, 2 older women (presubteras) as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute
purity. 3 Honor widows who are really in need. 4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should
learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and
grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. 5 The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in
God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. 6 But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead
even while she lives. 7 Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open to blame.

8 If someone (tis) does not provide for "their own" (ivdiwn) of relatives (oivkeiwn), the faith having
denied and is worse than an unbeliever. [All gender-neutral words used here]
"It's a man's job to provide for his family"?
In the family, the man is called upon to be responsible for providing for his own family; failure to do so is
judged as being worse than an unbeliever, who typically, according to Paul, fulfills this minimal masculine
responsibility (1 Tim. 5:8)." --Men and Women in Ministry: A Complementary Perspective, p. 206
Continuing in the passage...
9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, having been the wife of one man,
mia/j gunaiko a;ndra [(husband of one wife)
KJV 1 Timothy 3:2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good
behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;
NIV 1 Timothy 3:2 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife
NAS 1 Timothy 3:2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife…
Compare... e`nos avndros gunh (wife of one husband)
KJV 1 Timothy 5:9 Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife
of one man,
NIV 1 Timothy 5:9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her
husband,
NAS 1 Timothy 5:9 Let a widow be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty years old, having been the
wife of one man…
The NIV, while probably reflecting the intent of the passage, makes it difficult to see that this is a parallel to the
requirement for the male elder.
10 and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of
the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds. 11 As for younger widows, do
not put them on such a list. For when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to
marry. 12 Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge. 13 Besides, they
get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but
also gossips and busybodies, saying things they ought not to. 14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have
children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander.
KJV 1 Timothy 5:14 I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give
none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.
NIV 1 Timothy 5:14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and
to give the enemy no opportunity for slander.
NAS 1 Timothy 5:14 Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give
the enemy no occasion for reproach;
Abbott-Smith lexicon – "master of the house"
oivkodespotei/n
Despot – 1 Tim 6:2 = master; 2 Tim 2:21 = master; Titus 2:9 – masters; Rev 6:10 - Lord

15 Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan. 16 If any woman who is a believer has widows in her
family, she should help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that the church can help those
widows who are really in need.
If anything, providing for widows is shown to be women's work, if we must assign a gender to it.
NAS 1 Timothy 3:1 if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.
Two male pronouns in this translation. In reality, there are none:
GNT 1 Timothy Ei (If); tij (someone/ anyone) evpiskoph/j (an overseer) ovregetai (strives to attain), kalou/ (of
good) e;rgou (of work) evpiqumei/ (that one greatly desires, 3rd person singular).

So let's step back and look at this passage:
1 Timothy 5:1 Do not sharply rebuke a presbuteros, but appeal as to a father; the younger men as
brothers; 2 the presbuteras as mothers; the younger women as sisters, in all purity. 3 Honor widows who
are widows indeed…
SECTION ON REMUNERATED WIDOWS
16 If any woman who is a believer has widows, let her assist them, and let not the church be burdened, so
that it may assist those who are widows indeed. 17 Let the presbuteroi who rule well be considered worthy
of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.
Compare Qualifications
Titus 1:5-9; 1 Tim 3:1-7
Elders/Overseers

Paid Widows

Above reproach

Above reproach (7)

Husband of one wife

Wife of one husband (9)

Not accused of dissipation

Not wanton pleasure (6)

Hospitable

Hospitable (10)

Good reputation

Reputation for good works (10)

Children under control

Having raised children (10)

1 Corinthians 11
"To have authority" never has passive sense in the Greek, but always an active sense "to have authority."
Winston, 384
To give it a passive sense, would make it say the exact OPPOSITE of what Paul is saying. {Having a sign of
authority on her head and having a sign of submission on her head would thus have the same meaning}
Paul’s wording represents not a restraint but a freedom.
Another possibility:
From "Headcoverings and Women’s Roles in the Church - A New Reading of 1 Corinthians 11:2-16" available
at www.christianethicstoday.com
Paul seems to be talking about both head coverings and hair.
Paul's conclusion seems to contradict what he's been saying.
Here's a possibility that reconciles these:
Corinthians 11: 3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man/husband is the
head of a woman/wife, and God is the head of Christ.
HEAD: Christ
Man

Man/Husband
Woman/Wife

God
Christ

Consider the creation order in each of these arrangements.
Every man/husband who has something on his head while praying or prophesying, disgraces his head (Christ). 5
But every woman/wife who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying, disgraces her head
(man/husband); for she is one and the same with her whose head is shaved.
We have little evidence that the Corinthians covered their heads to show submission.
Some evidence that married Jews covered their hair, but unlikely that Paul would make Gentiles follow Jewish
custom.
NRSV margin reading: "A woman ought to have the freedom of choice regarding her head."
Another possibility: Corinthian women going bare-headed in that city’s Christian assemblies in deference to an
agreed-upon custom that they felt reflected creation order, even if they would’ve preferred to wear veils.

Paul says twice that it’s disgraceful for a woman to pray or prophesy with uncovered head
Paul says twice that it’s disgraceful for a man to cover his head when praying prophesying.
Corinthian custom was probably for women to go bare-headed and men to wear head coverings. A unique local
arrangement to accommodate Roman, Greek, Jewish, and mystery-religion worship customs.
Paul sometimes assumes a position to discredit it.
He uses this same kind of reasoning in 1 Cor 15:12-19—tentatively allowing that there’s no resurrection only to
demonstrate their faith is futile and they’re dead in sins.
Perhaps Paul is granting the Corinthian premise—that worship attire must reflect creation order.
He does so to show its shortcomings. This is not Paul’s own conviction; merely the logical conclusion to which
the Corinthians’ practice leads.
Paul’s second argument: vs. 2-9
The Corinthians are being inconsistent.
He appeals to another practice they’ve already rejected: women shaving heads
So he argues that being unveiled is no different from a shaved head (a common Greek religious rite that they’d
rejected)
Paul’s argument: Why not go all the way with this?

[The language does allow translation either as "should" or as an allowance. Note how the NIV and the NAS
translators have handled this differently:
NIV 1 Corinthians 11:6 If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her hair cut off; and if it is a
disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her head.
NAS 1 Corinthians 11:6 For if a woman does not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut off; but if it is
disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, let her cover her head.]
Argument: If you’re going to insist that women go bare headed and that men cover their heads to reflect creation
order, you have it backwards. But the reality is, while woman was made for man, man comes from the woman.
They come from each other, and both come from God. But if you’re going to insist on a practice based on
creation order, it makes more sense for her to cover and him to uncover the head. It’s up to her what she wants to
do with her head covering.
1 Timothy 2
12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was
Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And not Adam was deceived, but the woman being quite
deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But a woman shall be saved through the childbearing if they continue in faith
and love and sanctity with self-restraint.
Does the Bible teach that women are more easily deceived than men?
What Paul says one woman did is not the same as saying it’s something all women are liable to do.
We don’t see: "But Adam was not deceived," suggesting men aren’t vulnerable to that.
Most false teachers listed in the Bible were men.
If Eve’s deception is why women can’t teach, why were men allowed if they had hard hearts? (Winston,
p. 360)
Observation: The only time besides 1 Tim 2 where Eve is mentioned, Paul is concerned that both men and
women are vulnerable to deception:
"For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might
present you as a pure virgin. But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will
be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ" (2 Cor 11:2-3 NASB).

auqentein
Only time this word used in NT
Different word from the usual "exousia" (authority)
Probably intended as a positive, not a negative word in this context

To teach or to authentein = both/and not either/or
"ein" ending is infinitive
1st c BC Philodemus – To tell the truth the rhetors do a great deal of harm to many people, and incur the
enmity of powerful rulers, whereas philosophers gain the friendship of public men by helping them out of
their trouble. Ought we not to consider that men who incur the enmity of authentousin are villains, and
hated by both gods and men?
those who rule? dominating masters? autocrats?
2nd c BC Ptolomey – If Saturn alone is ruler of the soul and authentesas Mercury and the moon, if he has
a dignified position with reference to the universe and the angels, he makes his subjects…
dominates?

2nd c AD Moeris – to have independent jurisdiction
Nonliterary papyri 27 B.C. "I authentekos and he consented to provide for Calatytis the Boatman on
terms of full fare, within the hour.
exercised authority over him? compelled? prevailed?
Church Father A.D. 235 Hippolytus
"Therefore, everyone will walk according to his own desire, and the children will lay hands on their
parents, a wife will hand over her own husband to death and a man his own wife to judgment as deserving
to render account. Inhuman masters will have authentsontai their servants and servants shall put on an
unruly disposition toward their masters."
have authority over? domination over? mastery over? lord it over?
As used in 1 Tim 2, authentein probably cannot mean "usurp."
To teach and to usurp = positive + negative
Mostly likely positive + positive or negative + negative when two words linked in this kind of grammatical
construction
Later through 10th century AD = act on one’s own authority, have authority, assume authority,
independent jurisdiction, responsible for, flout authority, own initiative, own authority, overruling,
domineer, act

