
Lecture Notes: Role of Women in Ministry
Marriage II

 

Foundations

Genesis 1 – Male/female relations

Genesis 2 – Husband/Wife relations

Gen 1:27-28—So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female
he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the
ground.”

            Male                            Female

Created together            Created together
In God’s image                In God’s image
Multiply - both                Multiply - both 
Rule non-humans            Rule non-humans
LXX - arsen, male          LXX- thelus, female

Now we move to Gen 2:20ff

For Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall
upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 And the
LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. 23
And the man said, “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man. ”

 

       Male                                            Female

Made first                               Made second
Dust                                      Rib
Alone                                     Helper Corresponding
LXX, andros/aner                     LXX, gune
Translated: man or husband       Translated: woman or wife

 

In Gal 3:28 Paul uses the language of Genesis 1  - “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male
(arsen) nor female (thelus), for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

 

Portrait of a Godly Wife
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Gen 2 - A godly wife = “helper suitable”

Helper

Hebrew word - Ezer
Fourteen times we read that God helps humans
Helping from position of strength, not like an apprentice, Hamburger helper, plummer’s helper
2nd century B.C. - word used to describe a physician - a skilled helper

“Suitable” = Corresponding to, opposite, counterpart

She supplied what he lacked
Her presence in creation the only thing necessary to pronounce it very good
Woman created in image of God as much as man is
Counterpart to “helper suitable” is not “leader competent.”
Helper suitable reverses being “alone” (Gen 2:18)
Man alone = not good
Man and woman together = very good

Often it's said that the wife's "role" is submission. But the biblical portrait of her has many more facets than that. 

Prov. 31 A woman of valor    Note that wisdom is personified in Prov 1 as a woman; now we have the end
chapter, like bookends, closing Proverbs with what a wise woman looks like. Note, too, that Proverbs 31 is
full of “battle” words.

A wife of valor – “valor” used to describe David’s mighty men and other warriors
She’s strong, muscular
Involved in charity work
Engages in economic activity both inside and outside of the home
Speaks wisdom
Gives direction to servants
Law (torah) of kindness (hesed) on her tongue
Assumes responsibility for many
Trusted
Honored
Worthy of praise
Fears the Lord

Eph 5   A Picture

A wife also uniquely pictures how the church relates to Christ (Eph 5).

 

More on Marriage

“Woman” or “wife”? Three times out of four in Paul’s writings, aner means “husband” and gune means
“wife.” Paul usually specifies whether he means “virgin,” “widow” or “wife.” So when he uses  “gune,” he
usually means “ wife.”

Translating some passages as “woman” or “women” that Paul intended for us to understand as “wife” or
“wives” has significant impact on how we view biblical teaching on “the role of women in ministry.”

Principle of biblical interpretation: Look within the text itself to explain its own metaphors. The writer will
usually at least hint at what is intended. Do you see any hints in the passage below that might indicate whether
he had in mind women or wives? 

1 Cor 14:29-35

29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. 30 And if a
revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For you can all prophesy in
turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the control
of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the saints, 34
women [wives] should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in
submission, as the Law says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask [ask/interrogate]
their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman [wife] to speak in the church.

How might translating this as “wife” instead of “woman” solve the apparent contradiction between this
section, where he tells them to be quiet in the context of assessing prophecies, and 1 Cor 11, where wives or
women are assumed to be engaging in prayer and prophesy?



Do you see any hints in the text below that might indicate whether the apostle has in mind women or wives?

1 Tim 2:11-15

11 A woman [wife] should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman [wife] to teach
or to have authority over a man [husband]; she must be silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14
And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But
women [a woman or wife—it’s singular here] will be saved through childbearing-- if they [the husband and
wife?] continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.

[Martin Luther taught that vs. 12 referred to wives only. See Works of Martin Luther, ed. CM Jacobs,
(Philadelphia: Holman, 1915) 6:471. C.I. Scofield also taught this.]

Comparing the two passages below gives further indication that there was a general apostolic teaching relating
to wives:

1 Peter 3:3ff                                         1 Tim 2:9ff

Adornment (3:3) adorn (3:5)                         Adorn (2:9)
Braiding hair 3:3                                          Braided hair (2:9)
Gold jewelry 3:3                                          Gold or pearls (2:9)
Dresses 3:3                                                Garments (2:9)
Precious 3:4                                               Costly (2:9)
Chaste 3:2                                                 Modestly, discreetly (2:9)
Quiet 3:4                                                   Quietly (2:11) and quiet (2:12)
Submissive 3:5                                            Submissiveness (2:11)
Must not 3:3                                               I do not allow (2:12)
Sarah and Abraham 3:6                                 Adam and Eve (2:13)
Aner 3:1, 5 (husband)                                   Aner (2:12) husband
Gune (wife) three times                                 Gune (wife) five times

                --Winston, Recovering Biblical Ministry by Women

 

As you read the passage below, what indications do you see that might suggest the apostle had wives in mind?
Next, what emerges as a key theme? (Principle of biblical interpretation: When looking to find what “head”
means in the passage, look for key words in the passage to tell you in what way someone relates to his or her
head. Note that Paul spells out exactly in what way the man relates to God and the woman relates to the man.)

1 Corinthians 11

Now I want you to realize that the head of every man [husband] is Christ, and the head of [a] woman [wife] is
man [a husband], and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered
dishonors his head [Christ?]. 5 And every woman [wife] who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered
dishonors her head [i.e., husband?]-- it is just as though her head were shaved. 6 If a woman [wife] does not
cover her head, she should have her hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman [wife] to have her hair cut
or shaved off, she should cover her head. 7 A man [husband] ought not to cover his head, since he is the
image and glory of God; but the woman [a wife] is the glory of man [a husband] . 9 Neither was [a] man
created for [the] woman, but [a] woman for [a] man. 10 For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman
[wife] ought to have authority on her head. 11 In the Lord, however, [a] woman [wife] is not independent of
[a] man [husband], nor is [a] man [husband] independent of [a] woman [wife]. 12 For as [the] woman [wife]
from [the] man [husband], so also [the] man [husband] through [a] woman [wife]. But everything comes from
God. 13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman [wife] to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14
Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a man [husband] has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15
but that if a woman [wife] has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 16 If
anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other practice--nor do the churches of God.

Note the highlighted words—what is the apostle emphasizing? Honor and glory! This is key to understanding
what he means by “head” here, especially because he specifically says in what way the husband is related to
God (v. 7) and wife is related to her husband (v. 7). 

If he intended a strict hierarchy, we would expect to see this:

Hierarchy

 

God

Christ

Husband



Wife

 

But he seems to go out of his way to avoid that by putting it this way. Instead he puts it in this order:

Christ

Husband

Wife

God

Christ

 

OR rather

HEAD:                         Christ         Husband         God

                                   Husband      Wife             Christ

 

Christ as head of a husband

“He (the husband) is the image and glory of God” (vs. 7).

 

Husband as head of a wife

Is a wife the glory of her husband? Yes. Said explicitly in vs. 7 of this passage. Also seen in Proverbs where a
woman is the crown of her husband. Seen in Gen 2, where she completes her husband.

 

The Father as head of the Son

Does Christ glorify the Father?

Consider Philippians: “…and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of the Father…”

Look for words within the passage itself to explain the meaning of the passage.  

Does he talk about vulnerability here (e.g., Sumner)? No. Is he using “head” here to emphasize authority (e.g.,
Piper/Grudem)? No. Does he relate the “head” to honor and glory here? Yes!
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