
“Any man who can drive safely while kissing a pretty girl is simply not giving the kiss the attention it deserves.”  
—Albert Einstein

Beautiful the Marriage of Christians

Song of Songs 7:10   I am my beloved’s, and he desires me!

You’ve heard the depressing news by now, I’m sure. You know—the reports that have found “evangelical Christians 
divorce their spouses at a rate roughly equal to the general population, physically abuse their spouses at least as 
frequently as their neighbors, embrace the same materialistic values as the larger society, and are more likely than 
most to exhibit racist attitudes.”
      A different report reveals some interesting information that informs the first report, however: The prevalence of 
divorce among weekly churchgoers throughout the U.S. is less than half that of the people who claim no religion.
         Anybody can say, “I’m a Christian” or “I’ve had a born-again experience.” If we measure the statistics by 
people’s claims, indeed, the news looks bad. Yet if we analyze the results based on whether people obey the Lord’s 
command to gather in His name, we come to a much different conclusion. The Bible says we will know people 
by their fruits. And those who practice their Christianity in ways that include interacting regularly in believing 
communities have significantly lower divorce rates than the non-religious.
        God made marriage between two committed Christians a beautiful thing, intending it to picture the 
relationship between Christ and the church—a model of sacrifice and submission. Notice I didn’t say “headship 
and submission.” The verb for husbands is “love”—agape love, not “lead” or “head.” Head is a noun, not a verb. 
The counterpart to that noun is “body.” The man is the head; the wife is the body. The husband sacrifices; the wife 
submits. Each serves the other, lifting up his or her mate by putting the other’s needs before one’s own. Does your 
marriage look like that? Consider these words from Tertullian, a church father, written in the third century:

Beautiful the marriage of Christians,
two who are one in hope, one in desire,

One in the way of life they follow,
one in the religion they practice.

They are both servants of the same Master.
Nothing divides them, either in flesh or in spirit.

They are two in one flesh,
and where there is one flesh, there is also one spirit.

They pray together, they worship together,
instructing one another, strengthening one another.

Side by side they visit God’s church;
side by side they face difficulties and persecution,

share their consolations.
They have no secrets from one another;

they never bring sorrow to each other’s hearts.
Unembarrassed they visit the sick and assist the needy.

They give alms without anxiety. Psalms and hymns they sing.
Hearing and seeing this, Christ rejoices.

To such as these He gives His peace.
When there are two together, there also He is present;

and where He is, there evil is not.

Excerpt from Solomon Latte



A Christian married couple praying together have a unique relationship: “where two or more are present” in His 
name, He promises to inhabit their fellowship (Matt. 18:20). Some have joked that where two or more gather, you’ll 
find at least as many opinions expressed. But you know what? Maybe that’s not altogether bad. If we always agreed, 
wouldn’t one of us be redundant? The key is not the absence of differences but the presence of unity despite our 
differences.
        Christian marriage is a place where two “gather in the name of the Lord.” And Immanuel—God with us—is 
present.
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