
Rockefeller. Vanderbilt. Kennedy. These are the names of the rich and famous, leaders of dynasties—the “old 
money.”

Looking beyond U. S. shores, consider the House of Windsor or Mughal Emperor Shahjahan, who built the Taj 
Mahal. Members of these families inherit the earth, right? They have certainly inherited some prime real estate.

Add to these old-money names all the new-money tycoons such as Oprah Winfrey, Bill Gates, and the late Sam 
Walton. To land my own name on the list of the world’s twenty richest—of whom about half are Americans—’I 
would need a net worth of at least $15.5 billion.

Am I materially wealthy? Not if I compare myself with these. But what if I compare my possessions against those of 
the world’s poorest? I find that I have far more in common with those at the top than those at the bottom. You do, 
too. (You can find how your income compares by going to globalrichlist dot com. It might shock ya.)

The Bible describes a poor person as someone who lacks a change of clothing and food for the next meal without 
having first to work for it. So if I have two shirts, I’m wealthy. If I have food for two meals, I’m rich. Jesus said, “Let 
the man who has two [shirts] share with him who has none; and let him who has food do likewise”(Luke 3:11). 
Seriously? But hasn’t that changed. People aren’t as poor as they used to be, right?

Actually, five hundred fifty million individuals live below the international poverty line, which is a little over $1 per 
day. And about one in six of the world’s occupants live on less than $2 per day. So if we were to place ourselves on 
a continuum from poorest to richest, those of us who collect unemployment or live on welfare still fall far closer to 
the high end than the low.

We can’t see how materially rich we are because our world sends us all sorts of messages telling us we need more. 
Vaudeville actress Sophie Tucker said, “I’ve been rich and I’ve been poor; believe me, honey—rich is better.” We 
watch as the rich inherit the earth.

Yet Jesus said that in God’s kingdom that system gets turned upside down. What we value is not what He values. 
There the meekest is rewarded, not the proudest, richest, or strongest.

Go to a business seminar today, and you’ll hear “how to make it to the top”; Jesus wants us to recognize that 
spiritually speaking, we live in deep poverty. A proud person steps on others to get to the penthouse; a humble 
person recognizes that spiritually he or she lives in a closet in the basement. Lots of CEOs got where they are by 
being abrasive; a meek person is gentle. Think of Jesus—how he didn’t schmooze with synagogue leaders. He 
didn’t hang with Herod. The Creator and Owner of the universe didn’t namedrop with Nero. Instead, he loved tax 
collectors and sinners. Think crooked IRS agents and homeless people and AIDS victims.

We have it backwards.

In the same way that we can’t see how materially wealthy we are, we’re often too blind to see our own truly 
impoverished spiritual state. If we had eyes to see, we would realize that, spiritually speaking, we’re poorer than 
orphans combing the garbage dumps in search of not-too-rotten morsels. Only if we recognize our utterly helpless 
estate will we inherit the earth.
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